Saccaccio, via Polveriera, of S.Biagio Church, the Orsini’s Palace
and the antiquarium in the episcopal Seminar, rich of marble and
inscriptions among which the famous Cippus Abellanum, great
text in Oscan language. The fall of the Roman Empire involved
the Nolan land too, but the civil power was soon substituted by
the ecclesiastical one, where the Diocese of Nola, one of the most
ancient and great in Campania, became a real guide, in particular
thanks to the great image of S. Paolino who resounds in the eatly
Christian system of basilicas in Cimitile, the only great casket of
arts, architecture, sculpture and history of the Christianity in the
wotld. Very important is the Diocesan Museum in Nola. The
centre of the exhibition is lodged in the places adjoining the
Cathedral: the structures of the fourtheenth century Church of
St. John the Baptist, the sixteenth Century Chapel of the Immaculate
Conception and the ancient rooms of the Bishop’s residence
contribute to represent the millenary history of the Diocese of
Nola with the collections of different kind. The rooms are dedicated
to the exhibition of precious silver wan, of elegant paraments, of
wood and marble sculptures, as well as of paintings from XV to
XVIII century. Very interesting the documentary and book-section,
part of the richness of the adjacent Diocesan Historical Archives.
The whole Nolan area was influenced by the noble and powerful
family, the Orsinis, who elevated Nola to the capital of their great
properties, making it precious thanks to monuments of great value
as the “Royal Palace”, or the several monasteries as S.Angelo in
Palco and S.Chiara, and churches as S.Biagio and Annunziata
(called Collegio) rich of artistic witnesses of great importance. To
visit the Nolan area is a surprising and a nice discovery to “taste”
a little at a time, for people who love folklore, traditions, colour
and nature too. The ancient “Festa dei Gigli” of Nola, majestic
and spectacular event dedicated to S.Paolino, is the top of the
spectacularity, the theatricality and of these men’s. It’s dedicated
to the Bishop Paolino and its origins go back to the V cent. a.C,,
immediately after his death. The eight Gigli ate very heavy wooden
obelisks, 25 meters high and covered with imaginative and artistic
papermache coverings: among them there is an imposing boat,
with the Turk (Barbarian) in which remembers the sea crossed by
S. Paolino for the return to his country. The Gigli and the boat
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are carried on the shoulders by a paranza of about 120 men who,
guided by a capoparanza, with great skill make them dance, rotate
and advance in involving march rhythm played by a fanfara who
finds place on same giglio. The most important part of the feast
occurs on the Sunday following the 22 june when, until late in the
night, and always in the traditional order, the Gigli cross the roads
of the historical center, in the jubilation of the population and in
the wonder of the tourists (not to lose the Sunday morning).
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